The First Ten Years of the Foreign Office
this the chief danger to the peace of Europe had been from Denmark. With the Anglo-Prussian treaty of 1788 that peril disappeared. The Reichenbach treaty practically isolated Russia. By doing so its English negotiator, Ewart, incurred the Czarina's deadly enmity. The stories current at the time of the Empress Catherine having more than once attempted his murder and having been only baffled by her Scotch physician Sutherland, were first collected by the diarist Nathaniel Wraxall, They have been pretty conclusively disposed of by an article in The Quarterly Review (vol. Ivii. p. 43).
The personal antagonism between Fox and Pitt in the Oczakow affair showed itself in the former's direct encouragement to Catherine to resist the Tory pressure placed on her for restoring her capture and to treat with contempt any threat of war if she refused. England, he said, would never sanction such a step. He actually sent his friend Adair to St Petersburg, assuring Catherine that the House of Commons would support her rejection of the British Government's demands. The Crimea had recently been acquired by Russia without protest from any Power. Oczakow was in itself of much less importance, as no doubt Pitt himself knew perfectly well. The English minister, however, had passed his word to co-operate with Prussia in the lofty mission of European peacemaker. Thus pledged, he at first went so far with Prussia as diplomatic methods would allow. When these failed he acknowledged the impolicy of further efforts. In reality, he never probably in earnest contemplated them. It was, to use the common phrase, a game of bluff, played on the part
of the British Foreign Office with little skill and with
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